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Cavalier Treatm ent
A  C o lu m n  b y  L ee  S p e th
A fter  the D a w n
(continued from the previous issue)
The gnostic  tendency accompanies a l l  r e l i ­
gious and metaphysical system s, though ea rly  C hris­
t ia n i ty  was, I b e liev e , alone in  designating  i t s  
Gnostics an h e re tic a l body. The mark of the gnostic  
is  the p rin c ip le  th a t  knowledge is  superio r to  f a i th .  
Only an in s ig h t discovered in  p rac tice  and ex p eri­
m entally rep ea tab le , or conveyed to  an i n i t i a t e  from 
a source very near to  the o rig in a l discovery or rev ­
e la tio n  may be re lie d  upon as an aid in s p ir i tu a l  
p rogress.
For reasons th a t  cannot be explored here (fo r  lack 
of space and because I am not equipped to  do s o ) , 
gnosticism  appears to  be a profound tem ptation to  
high church A nglicans, e sp e c ia lly  those of a l i t e r a r y  
ben t, and to  some bookish Roman C atholics (o f o ther 
c la s s ic  h e re tic a l forms, Arianism w ill always beckon 
to  the l ib e ra l C hristian  and Manicheism constan tly  
shadows the E vangelical). U ltim ately , the C hris tian  
in s is ten ce  upon f a i th  as a primary v ir tu e  w ill force 
the issue  a n d 'i f  the decision  is  made to  believe w ith ­
ou t undeniable demonstrations or priveleged access to  
supernal s e c re ts , then the  gnostic  tem ptation w ill 
have been overcome. Such a t  le a s t  is  the C hristian  
p e rspec tive . The gnostic  view o f such cases is  th a t 
another coward has abandoned the quest and i t s  r ig o rs  
and delivered  him self over to  c le r ic a l soothings. I t  
i s  from the l a t t e r  viewpoint th a t  I th e l l  Colquhoun 
regards Charles W illiams.
Her book, Sword of Wisdom, is  not only an unqual­
if ie d  homage to  the m astership of MacGregor M athers, 
founder o f the Golden Dawn, i t  has a lso  a summary 
c r it iq u e  of some who betrayed o r abandoned Mathers 
o r h is path. Williams is  described among the O rder's 
"Bend S in is te r  Issue" along w ith , among o thers.
Algernon Blackwood, Arthur Machen, E. N esbit, Evelyn 
Underhill and A. E. Waite.
Williams apparently  never knew M athers, but was activi 
fo r  a while in a Golden Dawn offshoo t led by Waite.
This a c t iv i ty ,  concurren t, we may assume, with p riv a te  
reading on o ccu lt themes, colored Williams deeply but 
the period remains poorly documented in h is l i f e  and 
we can only understand i t  from what embedded in  h is 
w ritin g s . I t  was a l l  before Lewis and the In k lin g s , 
and Colquhoun suggests th a t  perhaps some Golden Dawn 
concepts f i l t e r e d  through Williams to  h is f r ie n d s . Her 
argument is  persuasive , I th in k , th a t  That Hideous 
S tren g th , the most Williamsesque o f Lewis's books, 
bears such an im prin t; something of the s e c re t lodge 
does permeate S t. A nne's, the c itad e l o f Ransom's 
Logres. But The Lord of the Rinas has le s s  occu lt 
a f f in i t i e s  than does The S ilm arih lion  and I take i t  
th a t  most o f the l a t t e r  work was d ra fted  before Tol­
kien knew W illiams.
In any case, Colquhoun does not lik e  W illiam s's 
fr ie n d s : "Both Tolkien and Lewis claim to  be combat­
tin g  Satanic forces but the ethos they propose in stead  
is  scarce ly  acceptab le . To ignore fo r  the moment
th e i r  considerable l i t e r a r y  m erits , and concentrate 
on th e i r  metaphysical im p lica tio n s, I see them as 
worse than merely d is s id e n t [from the Golden Dawn] 
fo r  th e i r  ta le n ts  d i s to r t  the world view of the gen­
uine GD while re ta in in g  some o f i t s  trapp ings. Both 
of them loathe  and desp ise  women; th is  b ias emerges 
in d ire c tly  from Tolkien through the fewness and in ­
s ip id i ty  o f  h is women c h a ra c te rs , but b la ta n tly  in 
Lewis's sado-m asochistic d o c tr in e s , which Mr. F ish e r- 
King im plants in h is d is c ip le s  in  l ie u  o f occu lt 
teaching and by the misuse o f h is  personal magnetism.
I f  these are  'th e  G oodies', give me Satan:"
Whew! The charge o f misogyny is  scarce ly  new, but 
seldom so w arlike . S t i l l ,  i t ' s  hard to  imagine what 
v ic to r ie s  fo r  Sauron o r the NICE would have co n trib u ­
ted  to  the S ta tus o f Women.
Her judgment of Williams i s  more measured, p a r t ly , 
one assumes, because o f the number of heroines in 
h is  novels. Indeed she urges th a t  he has "N either as 
a poet nor p la y w rig h t... y e t received h is  due," and 
she holds h is  o ccu lt "d issidence" la rg e ly  blameless 
since  Mathers was out o f the p ic tu re  when Williams 
jo ined  W aite 's lodge. But even un in ten tional d i s s i ­
dence is  d issidence  s t i l l .
Colquhoun is  not opposed to  C h ris tia n ity  - in  i t s  
p lace. A fter a l l ,  her hero Mathers may have turned 
C atholic in  h is obscure l a s t  years in  France. She 
only wants re lig io n  to  be a f lav o rin g , perm itted to  
be d is t in c t iv e ,  but always to be subordinate to  the 
main business o f l i f e ,  o ccu lt study. Her reaction  
to  those who turned th e i r  backs on the Dawn is  not 
grand remonstrance nor thundering anathema, but 
p e tty  m alice: "Something amounting to  a c u lt  o f Wil­
liams had sprung up . . . .  O thers, more c r i t i c a l ,  were 
in c lin ed  to  gossip b i tc h ily  about h is domestic 
problems: i t  was said  th a t  when he begun (s ic )  to  
  Affirm the Image o f a g ir l  he was deeply hu rt th a t  
h is w ife could not manage to  affirm  with him."
I f  the gossip was "b itch y " , how sh a ll we ch a ra c te r­
ize  i t s  pub lica tion?  (For those who must know a l l  about 
th is  s o r t  of th in g , the uncomfortable s to ry  o f Williams 
and P h y llis  Jones is  g iven, u n b itc h ily , in  C arpen ter's  
The In k lin g s .)  These l i t t l e  jabs punctuate o th e r "Bend 
S in is te r"  p o r t r a i t s .  She saw Waite le c tu re  "about 1929 
and th ere  was cu rren t gossip th a t  he had already taken 
to  the b o t t le ."  Evelyn U n d erh ill 's  s p ir i tu a l  counsel 
su ffe red  from the "cosiness" o f her approach.
This c a t t in e s s ,  which permeates the book, may be her 
personal q u irk , but I th ink not. I t  seems to  me im p lic it 
in the e n te rp r is e . A cen tra l s e e r , mage o r guru can only 
o ffe r  so many places close to  h im self; some envy and 
jockeying must surround him. We are dealing here with 
s p ir i tu a l  su p e rio r ity  d ire c t ly  equated with access to  
inform ation , and lev e ls  o f in i t i a t io n  conferred o r r e ­
fused w ithout appeal. Competition fo r  the m aste r 's  ea r 
w ill in ev itab ly  lack sc ru p le . I t  cannot be proven, but I 
nonetheless hold as tru e  th a t  the "study group" in  The 
Place o f the Lion r e f le c ts  W illiam s's memory o f the 
Gol den Dawn.
I f  only he and the o thers had been tru e  to  M athers, 
Colquhoun mourns, "a powerful network - the more e ffe c -
continued  on page 44
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f l e s h ,  an d  t h e  d e v i l . "  (p .  110)
C o n c lu d in g , P a n e k  w r i t e s :
S a y e r s  f e l t  t h a t  sh e  h a d  to  move to  
m ore p r a c t i c a l  and  h o n e s t  w ays o f  c o p ­
i n g  w i th  th e  w o r ld  t h a n  th e  d e t e c t i v e  
s t o r y  o f f e r e d ,  so sh e  d i r e c t e d  h e r s e l f  
e x c l u s i v e l y  t o  t h e o l o g i c a l  w r i t i n g  an d  
m a in s tr e a m  l i t e r a r y  s c h o l a r s h i p .  She 
w a s , h o w e v e r , I  t h i n k ,  w rong  a b o u t  h e r ­
s e l f  and  h e r  d e t e c t i v e  b o o k s :  The 
W imsey s t o r i e s  h av e  m ore t o  do w i th  l i f e  
th a n  an y  o t h e r  w r i t e r ' s  d e t e c t i v e  b o o k s . 
T hey  c o n f r o n t  p ro b le m s  an d  do n o t  g iv e  
e a s y  a n s w e r s .  T hey  may b e ,  i n  f a c t ,  
S a y e r s ' b e s t  p i e c e s  o f  t h e o lo g y .  (p . 
1 10)
A lth o u g h  D o ro th y  L. S a y e r s  i s  n o t  men­
t i o n e d  i n  E r i c  S . R a b k in d 's  s tu d y  o f  The F a n ­
t a s t i c  i n  L i t e r a t u r e  ( P r i n c e t o n ,  N . J . :  
P r i n c e t o n  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 6 ) ,  d e t e c t i v e  
f i c t i o n  i s .  And i t  i s  d i c u s s e d  i n  t h e  c o n ­
t e x t ,  an d  a s  a  p a r t  o f ,  f a n t a s y ;  so e m in e n t 
a  w r i t e r  a s  W.H. A uden i s  q u o te d  to  p o i n t  
o u t  t h a t  th e  u n d e r l y i n g  m yth o f  d e t e c t i v e  
f i c t i o n  i s  t h e  G a rd en  o f  E d e n . D e t e c t i v e  
f i c t i o n  i n  f a c t  g rew  o u t  o f  t h e  same g a r d e n  
a s  o t h e r  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  f a n t a s y :  t h a t  
p l a n t a t i o n  o f  p o s t - r o m a n t i c  fo rm s  w h ic h  i n ­
c lu d e s  t h e  g o t h i c  n o v e l ,  t h e  t h r i l l e r ,  an d  
th e  t a l e  o f  h o r r o r ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  m y th o p o e ic  
f a n t a s i e s  o f  G eo rg e  M acD onald and  th e  m e d ie -  
v a l i z i n g  t a l e s  o f  W il l ia m  M o r r i s ,  b o th  o f  
w h ic h  d i r e c t l y  i n f l u e n c e d  L ew is  an d  T o lk ie n .  
C h a r l e s  W i l l i a m s 's  w o rk s  ca n  s c a r c e l y  be  
u n d e r s to o d  w i th o u t  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  fo rm e r  
t r a d i t i o n :  t h e y 'a r e  d e t e c t i v e / t h r i l l e r / m y t h -  
o p o e ia  a l l  a t  th e  same t im e ,  b e g in n in g  w i th  
th e  c o r p s e  i n  War i n  H e a v e n . H is  a r c h  c o n ­
v e r s a t i o n s ,  h e ig h te n e d  s t y l e , and  " c l o t t e d "  
p l o t s  owe t h e i r  to n e  t o  d e t e c t i v e  t h r i l l e r s ,  
and  a r e  n o t  o n ly  a l i e n  b u t  in c o m p r e h e n s ib le  
w i th o u t  an  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  th e  o t h e r  g e n r e .
On su ch  a  b a s i s ,  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  S a y e r s 's  
w o rk s  b e lo n g s  i n  M y th lo r e , an d  in d e e d ,  f o u r  
e s s a y s  an d  a  poem h a v e  b e e n  p r i n t e d  h e r e  ( s e e  
b e lo w ) a lo n g  w i th  b o o k  r e v ie w s  o f  s t u d i e s  o f  
h e r  b io g r a p h y  an d  w o rk s . B u t S a y e r s  i s  
q u a l i f i e d  f o r  i n c l u s i o n  i n  a n o th e r  w ay: n o t  
t h a t  sh e  w as an  I n k l i n g ,  a s  some w r i t e r s  
h av e  n a i v e l y  an d  e r r o n e o u s l y  s u p p o s e d . She 
w as a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  L ew is  i n  t h e  m ore fo rm a l  
O x fo rd  S o c i e t y ,  t h e  S o c r a t i c  C lu b , a n d  J o e  
R. C h r i s t o p h e r  h a s  shown t h a t  h e r  f r i e n d ­
s h i p s  in c lu d e d  L ew is  an d  W i l l ia m s ,  th o u g h  
T o lk ie n  d i s l i k e d  b o th  P e t e r  an d  H a r r i e t .
H er q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  h o w e v e r , s u r p a s s  h e r  
a s s o c i a t i o n  w i th  t h e  M y th o p o e ic  T r i u m v i r a t e .  
She i s  th e  o t h e r  B r i t i s h  w r i t e r  w hose w o rk s  
r a n g e  fro m  p o p u la r  f i c t i o n  to  s c h o l a r l y  d i s ­
c u s s io n  to  C h r i s t i a n  a p o l o g e t i c s ,  an d  w hose 
w ork  i s ,  t h r o u g h o u t ,  a  s e a m le s s  w ho le  o f  
o r th o d o x  C h r i s t i a n  d o c t r i n e  ( w i th  an  A n g l i ­
c a n  c o l o u r a t i o n ,  p a c e  T o l k i e n ) .
I f  I  may s k i r t  b la sp h e m y , I  am re m in d e d  
o f  J u n g 's  jo y  when he p e r c e i v e d  t h a t  th e  
Dogma o f  th e  A ssu m p tio n  o f  th e  V i r g in  M ary 
r a i s e d  th e  F e m in in e  P r i n c i p l e  t o  c o n v e r t  th e  
T r i n i t y  i n t o  a  q u a d r i p a r t i t e  w h o le . W hat 
r e a d s  a s  r i c h l y  m a s c u l in e  i n  T o lk i e n ,  L e w is ,
an d  W i l l i a m s ,  r e a d s  a s  r i c h l y  f e m in in e  i n  
S a y e r s ,  w i th o u t  th e  s l i g h t e s t  w a v e r  o f  o r t h o ­
doxy  o r  p o w e r.
N an cu -L o u  P a t t e r s o n
C h r i s t e  Ann W h i t t a k e r ,  "An I n t r o d u c t o r y  
P a p e r  on D o ro th y  S a y e r s , "  M ythcon  I I I  P r o ­
c e e d in g s  ( W h i t t i e r ,  C a l i f o r n i a :  T hey M ytho­
p o e ic  S o c i e t y ,  1 9 7 4 ) .
J o e  R . C h r i s t o p h e r ,  " D o ro th y  L . S a y e r s  
an d  th e  I n k l i n g s , "  M y th lo re  # 1 3 ,  V o l. 4 ,
No. 1 ( F a l l ,  1 9 7 6 ) .
M a r g a r e t  P . H an n ay , "H ead  v s  H e a r t  i n  
D o ro th y  L . S a y e r s ’ G audy N i g h t ."  M y th lo re  
# 2 1 , V o l. 6 , No. 3 (Sum m er, 1 9 7 9 ) .
W il l ia m  R. E p p e r s o n ,  "T he R ep o se  o f  a  
V e ry  D e l i c a t e  B a la n c e :  P o s t u l a n t s  and  C e le ­
b r a n t s  o f  th e  S a c ra m e n t o f  M a r r ia g e  i n  th e  
D e t e c t i v e  F i c t i o n  o f  D o ro th y  L . S a y e r s , "  
M y th lo re  # 2 2 .  V o l. 6 , No. 4 ( F a l l ,  1 9 7 9 ) .
J o e  R. C h r i s t o p h e r ,  " D o ro th y  L. S a y e r s  
a t  F i f t y , "  (poem ) M y th lo re  #  2 3 , V o l. 7 ,
No. 1 ( S p r in g ,  1 9 8 0 ) .
A  p f if ltr ig g i f ro m  L e w is ' Out of the  S ilen t P lan e t
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t iv e  fo r  being hidden -  might by now have permeated the 
whole of Europe and the Americas to  the b e n e fit of th is  
t a t t e r e d ,  b a tte re d  and deeply scarred  p la n e t."  This is  
touch ing , i f  a l i t t l e  g ran d io se , but i t  overlooks the 
obvious. In a comparison o f her "Legitim ate" and "Bend 
S in is te r"  l i s t s ,  the l a t t e r  is  the more im pressive. I t  
was when Williams went among the Ink lings th a t  he lo ca ­
ted  a group th a t  has o v e r t ly , w ithou t guarded s e c re ts ,  
touched w estern c u ltu re  s ig n i f ic a n t ly ,  not transform ing 
i t  indeed but leav ing  the world somewhat c le a n e r, w iser 
and more hopeful fo r  i t s  passing . I t  i s  hard fo r  most 
o f us to  lament W illiam s's choice.
